Unit focus: Angry Earth
Text focus: Information Text

STAGE 3

Tornadoes

Tornadoes have o�en been popular weather phenomenons in stories. It was a tornado that dropped
Dorothy into Oz in the Wizard of Oz. They are formed when warm, humid air collides with colder,
dry air. When the cold air passes over the warm air, it normally causes a thunderstorm. About one in
a thousand of these storms becomes a supercell storm and a ﬁ�h of these will create a tornado.

How fast can they get?

The wind can reach 300 mph

How long do they last?
Most tornadoes last
less than 10 minutes.
However, they can
last over an hour.
The United States has significantly more
tornadoes than any other country in the
world. The southern states get most of
their tornadoes between March and May.
The northern states get most between
June and August.

faster
than a

formula 1 car
On the 18th of May 1929, the Tri-State Tornado ripped
through Missouri, Illinois and Indiana. It remains to this day
the most devastating tornado to hit the United States of
America.

There are an average of 1,235 tornadoes per year in the United States.
This chart shows the average number for each of the top 5 states.

The trail of destruction went on for 219 miles and le�
thousands of people without homes. 2,027 people were
injured and 695 people lost their lives. It lasted for around 3.5
hours in total.
The most deadly tornado recorded anywhere in the world was
in Bangladesh on the 26th of April, 1989. It killed nearly 1,300
people.
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RETRIEVAL FOCUS

1. Where gets most of their tornadoes between June and August?
2. Which states had more tornadoes than Florida?
3. How long do most tornadoes last?
4. What is the top speed for wind inside a tornado?
5. How many people were injured in the Tri-State Tornado?
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VIPERS QUESTIONS
What has to be formed before a tornado can be created?
Find a word or phrase that is a synonym for path.
Why was the Tri-State Tornado named this?
Which word or phrase tells you that the United States has a lot more tornadoes than anywhere else?
Which piece of information do you find easiest to access on the text? Why do you think this is?

Answers:
1. The southern states of the United States
2. Texas and Kansas
3. Less than ten minutes
4. 300 mph
5. 2,027
S: A supercell thunderstorm
V: Trail
S: Because it hit three (tri) states
V: Significantly
E: Accept any answer so long as the reasoning is linked to the layout and format of the section

Map of Venezuela used with permission from https://freevectormaps.com/venezuela/VE-EPS-02-6001?ref=atr
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