Art
Portraits

A portrait is a picture that an artist paints of someone else.
A self portrait is a picture an artist paints of himself or herself.

Let’s start by having a
look at some portraits by
famous artists….
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This is a portrait by the artist Paul
Cezanne.

What can you see in this portrait?

What might we be able to learn
about this man by looking at his
portrait?
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Portrait of Gustave Geffroy, 1895

This is a portrait by
Thomas Gainsborough.
What can you see in
this portrait?
What might you be able
to learn about the
couple by looking at
this portrait?
Why might they have
wanted to pose in this
position and in this
location?
Mr and Mrs Andrews, 1748-1749
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This is a self portrait by the artist Carl Larsson.

What can you see in this self-portrait?

What might we be able to learn about the
people by looking at this self portrait?
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Brita and I, 1895

This is a portrait by Vincent Van Gogh.

What can you see in this portrait?

What might we be able to learn about
the man by looking at this portrait?
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The Gardener / Young Peasant, 1889

This portrait of King Henry VIII was painted
by Hans Holbein the Younger.

What can you see in this portrait?

What might we be able to learn about
Henry VIII by looking at this portrait?
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Portrait of Henry VIII, 1537

In the past people didn’t have cameras to take pictures of people or
events, and so they had their portraits painted. By carefully
choosing their clothes, location of their portrait and props, people
could show off their wealth and their importance.
Portraits were also painted to commemorate special events such as
weddings and battle victories.
Artists also painted portraits of ordinary people in order to show
what they wore, how they worked and how they lived.
Portraits from the past are an invaluable source of information for
people today to learn what life was like in the past.
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Your task is for someone to take a portrait photograph of yourself that will enable the
viewer to learn something about your personality and life. You may need a grown up to
take the photograph for you.
Try to answer the following question with your portrait;
What will the viewer learn about me from my portrait?
Before the photo is taken, think carefully about how you want to present yourself;
•
What will you wear?
•
Where will you have your portrait taken?
•
What props will be in the background or foreground?
•
Do you want to be doing your favourite hobby in your portrait?
•
Do you want your family in your portrait?

If you fancy an extra challenge, create a fact file about a famous artist. Try to find information about one
of the artists in this PowerPoint. Is there a particular picture that you like? What do you like about it?

