
Monday and

Tuesday



I have allocated two days for the reading and 
comprehension activity this week as it is now time for you 
to finish reading the book!  I hope you like the ending!

The comprehension is based on Chapter 13                        
(‘And the Lion Shall Lie down with the Lamb’).

The eBook is on our Class Page section 29.6.20.



READING COMPREHENSION

Chapter 13 ‘And the Lion Shall Lie down with the Lamb’

1.  Why do you think the author gave this chapter this title? Who was the lamb? 

2.  Where is Bertie buried? 

3.  Mr Cook calls the narrator by his surname. What is his surname? Have you heard 

that name before? Where? 

4. The boy gets a shock at the end of the chapter. What startling information does he 

find out? 

5. Millie died of a broken heart just like Bertie’s mum. Do you think it was for the 

same reason? 



ANSWERS



READING COMPREHENSION

Chapter 13 ‘And the Lion Shall Lie down with the Lamb’

1. Bertie was the lamb and because it was in the chapel of the boarding school they 

used a verse from scripture.

2. Bertie is buried beside the White Prince at the bottom of the hill.

3. The narrator’s surname is Morpurgo and this is the author’s surname.

4. The boy finds out that Millie died only a few months after Bertie and so couldn’t 

possibly have been speaking with him at the house.

5. Yes, because Millie had also lost both Bertie and the White Lion like Bertie’s mum.



Wednesday



This week, I would like you to reflect on the 

story and to write a book review.  Read 

through the following slides to help you 

think about what to include in your book 

review.





Why would we write book reviews?

• To share our opinion of books

• To recommend a book that we liked

• To encourage others to read



Look at the 
following 
reviews

• What do you 
think?

• Could you write 
your own book 
review?

• What features do 
you like best?



The Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo

Published 1996 (128 pages)

This review is from a children’s book club:

Bertie, a young boy, was always told to stay in the compound. He lived in South Africa, with lots of 

different animals surrounding him, but then he saw a different lion, a white lion…

They become best friends and will never forget each other. Then the lion is sold to the circus, but how 

will Bertie react?

They say to each other ‘All my life I will think of you I promise I will. I won’t ever forget you’. Our 

favourite character was Millie because she is kind, giving and polite; in the story she puts Bertie before 

herself. We also liked Bertie because he goes through a lot, yet is really resilient. Our group’s views 

were mixed as to whether we could relate to the book. Kaja said, ‘I can’t relate to a boy that goes to 

boarding school or a ninety year old woman who lives with a dog’. On the other hand, Maisy said ‘I feel I 

could relate because this is an amazing book’. Jenny commented: ‘the story kept me guessing as it had 

a lot of chapters ending on cliffhangers so it was fun to guess what would happen next. It kept you on 

the edge of your seat!’. She also explained, ‘My favourite part of the book was when Bertie was reunited 

with the lion because it was heartwarming and touching’.

We found the story gripping as there are lots of cliffhangers. When Connor reached the chapter ‘The 

Frenchman’, he couldn’t wait to continue reading and find out what happened next. Keira found the 

book a little too long, but really liked the twist at the end.

Overall, we really enjoyed this book and would recommend it to children aged between 8 and 11, who 

like to be able to read to themselves. We also liked reading a Michael Morpurgo book as some of us 

hadn’t read his work before.

We award The Butterfly Lion 4 out of 5 stars!



The Boy with the Bronze Axe by Kathleen Fidler

Published 1968 (176 pages)

Kathleen Fidler's classic story is set in the ancient Stone Age village of Skara Brae on Orkney. This 

is a fascinating and vividly portrayed story of life nearly 3,000 years ago. Kali and Brockan are in 

trouble. They have been using their stone axes to chip limpets off the rocks, but they've gone too 

far out and find themselves trapped by the tides. Then, an unexpected rescuer appears, a strange 

boy in a strange boat, carrying a strangely sharp axe of a type they have never seen before. 

Conflict arises as the village of Skara must decide what to do with the new ideas and practices that 

the boy brings. As a deadly storm threatens, the very survival of the village is in doubt. The storm 

referred to did actually shift the sand dunes directly on top of the settlement, burying it for nearly 

5000 years until a similar storm swept the sand away and revealed it to archaeologists. The details 

are threaded through the story, with a broken necklace in one of the dwellings and a hearth made 

on top of the sand under one of the broken roofs. 

Step back into the Stone Age and learn about the daily life and rituals of the ancient village of 

Skara Brae in this compelling, fictional account of the famous Orkney settlement. Vivid descriptions 

and accurate historical details bring the village to life and make this an ideal choice for those 

studying the Stone Age curriculum.

This is a fascinating story about a stone-age village on Orkney and their struggle to deal with new 

technology and ways of thinking. It is an ideal read for history fans. This is a good story about 

Skara Brae and the changes that affect a community. It is not a 'horrible history' type of book but a 

genuine fiction that children will enjoy following. This book is perfect for children with an interest in 

archaeology or history. I would award this book 5 stars.



Galaxy Zach: Journey to Juno 

Journey To Juno is the second book of the Galaxy Zack series. It is just as good as the first 

one. It's awesome!

Zack joins the Sprockets Academy Explorers Club at school. They fly on a special trip to Juno, 

a new planet no one has ever visited. Zack gets paired up with Seth, the class bully, and that's 

dreadful but Zack is excited when he finds a huge galaxy gemmite. A gemmite that large had 

not been found in 100 years! Kids will love this book!

Boys and girls will both like it. It's an easy chapter book with pictures on every page. I love the 

illustrations. I think ages 6-8 would like this but younger children would like the story being read 

to them.

My favorite parts are the galactic blast game (it is similar to baseball except there are robots 

playing), recess at Zack's school where everything is 3-D holographic images, the rainbow 

river in a crystal cave on Juno, and the galaxy gemmite that Zack finds on Juno. I also loved 

when a life-size holographic image of his Earth friend appears in Zack's room because he calls 

him on a hyperphone. I give this book one hundred stars! There is a "to be continued" at the 

end so you have to read the next book see what's in store. I can't wait to find out what 

happens!!!



What do we include in the review?

•Author

•Title

•Pages

•Date 
published

• This information is easy 
to find out.  Just read the 
first page to find the 
facts.



Your bit!

• This information can 
only be written if you 
have read the book.

• Some of it is fact but 
your opinion is very 
important too.

•The story

•The characters

•Highlights

•Any weak bits?

•Round up your review

•Star rating



The story

• . Start with a couple of sentences describing what the book is about

• However, don’t give any spoilers or revealing plot twists! As a general rule, 
try to avoid writing in detail about anything that happens from about the 
middle of the book onwards. 



The characters

• Name of character

• Role

• Adjective to 
describe them

Or WHO is in the book. To help you describe the 

characters, first jot down these details:



Highlights
Focus on your thoughts and feelings about the story and the way 
it was told. You could try answering a couple of the following 
questions:

• Who was your favourite character, and why?

• Did the characters feel real to you?

• Did the story keep you guessing?

• What was your favourite part of the book, and why?

• Were certain types of scene written particularly well - for 
example sad scenes, tense scenes, mysterious ones...?

• Did the book make you laugh or cry?

• Did the story grip you and keep you turning the pages?



Any weak bits?

Talk about why you think it didn't work for you. For 
example:

• Did you wish the ending hadn't been a cliffhanger
because you found it frustrating?

• Did you find it difficult to care about a main 
character, and could you work out why?

• Was the story too scary for your liking, or did it 
focus on a theme you didn't find interesting?



Round up your review

• Summarise some of your thoughts on the book 
by suggesting the type of reader you would 
recommend the book to. For example: younger 
readers, older readers, fans of relationship 
drama/mystery stories/comedy. Are there any 
books or series you would compare it to?



Star Rating

• What rating will you give the book? Why? 



Planning
You now need to jot down ideas about each of the sections:

• The story

• The characters

• Highlights

• Any weak bits?

• Round up your review

• Star rating



Thursday



Today you are going to write your book review about The Butterfly 

Lion. Use your planning notes to help you organise your review into 

paragraphs. Don’t forget to start your review with the following key 

information:

* Author

* Title

* Pages

* Date published

TOP TIP!

If you're stuck on what to say in 

a review, it can help to imagine 

you're talking to someone who's 

asking you whether they should 

read the book.



When you are finished, read your writing through. Are there any word choices that 

you could improve? Think about any adjective choices and use a thesaurus 

to help you! Are there any spellings that you should check? Did you include 

subordinating conjunctions to link your sentence ideas? (when, while, as, even 

though, because, although …)



Friday



This week, I would like you to have a go at the SPaG Spotter 
activity . This will help to remind you of the grammar and 
punctuation that we have looked at, this year, and still need to 
keep practising!

Good luck!

If you have time, please look back at your writing journey over 
this period. Jot down three things that you are proud about your 
writing and three things that you think you will need to work on 
next year. 

Congratulations on a great year!

Have a fabulous summer!



Finally …

If you have time any time during the holiday, please 
continue practising your key spelling words from the 
Year 3 and 4 word list. 

It is important that you can spell these words!


