
Monday



For the comprehension you will need to read 
Chapter 9  (A Lot of Old Codswallop ).
The eBook is on our Class Page section 29.6.20.



READING COMPREHENSION

Chapter 9 (A Lot of Old Codswallop)

1. Why is the boy disappointed when he sees the kite Bertie has made? (INFER)

2. The old lady tells the boy, “They’re the same, the lion out there on the hillside and 

the lion in the story”? He doesn’t understand what she is trying to tell him, but 

she tells him he will soon understand. What do you think she is trying to tell him? 

Discuss your answer with an adult and make a prediction. (PREDICTION)

3. The word ‘staunch’ is closest in meaning to…? (VOCABULARY)

4. Why did Bertie not think what he did was brave? (EXPLAIN)

5. Explain why you think both sides, German and British, stopped to cheer Bertie on 

in the end? (EXPLAIN)

6. How did Millie feel when she hadn’t heard from Bertie? What did she do with her 

uncomfortable feeling? (EXPLAIN)



ANSWERS



READING COMPREHENSION

1. The boy is disappointed when he sees the kite Bertie has made because it wasn’t as 

colourful and as flamboyant as he knew kites to be.

2. Save / remember your prediction to see if you are correct. I do not want to give 

away the story by telling you the answer!

3. Staunch means to stop or restrict (a flow of blood) from a wound.

4. Bertie does not think that what he did was brave because he felt that it was his 

duty to look after his own soldiers. If one of his own men was lying out in No Man’s 

Land, he would bring him back no matter what. 

5. Both sides, German and British, stopped to cheer Bertie because they respected 

the risk Bertie took to save his fallen men.

6. Millie was very worried when she did not hear from Bertie, so she made a plan to 

help her cope. She decided to do something positive by becoming a nurse so she 

could heal and comfort other soldiers in France. She hoped that she might find Bertie 

while she did this job. 



TUESDAY



Chapter 9 – A Lot of Old Codswallop.

What do you think ‘old codswallop’ means in this chapter’s title?

This week you are going to imagine that you are Bertie in the 

trenches in northern France. You are going to describe what you 

can see, hear and feel. I also want you, as Bertie, to say and 

show how you are feeling.

You will need to have a copy of Chapter 9 so that you can copy 

down useful vocabulary from the text (magpie). You will need to 

find the powerful verbs, nouns and adjectives that Michael 

Morpurgo uses so that you can use these in your writing too.



I am going to ask that you place the interesting and useful 

vocabulary into three columns which are labelled nouns, verbs 

and adjectives. I have explained what each of these words 

means on the next slide. I have also begun the grid, on the slide 

after that, with some examples to help you.



Verbs are sometimes called ‘doing words’ because many verbs 
name an action that someone does, e.g. The teacher wrote a song 
for the class. He likes chocolate. 

Adjectives are usually found before a noun to make the noun’s 
meaning clearer, e.g. The pupils did some really good work. 
[adjective used before the noun (work)] 

Nouns are sometimes called ‘naming words’ because they name 
people, places and ‘things’, e.g. table, Guildford, James.



Noun Verb Adjective
trenches                             marching                                 straight (roads)
nightmare                          huddled                                   muddy (trench)
regiment                            cut down
northern France
front line
shells
whizzbangs
No Man’s Land



Wednesday



Today, you are going to plan your recount. I want you to imagine 
you are Bertie and you have decided to write down what 
happened that day in No Man’s Land. Look at the vocabulary 
you collected yesterday. Include this in your planning.

Opening Paragraph You need to  begin the paragraph by answering 

the following questions:

Who? What? Where When? Why?

Second Paragraph What happens first? What are you and the 

soldiers doing at dawn? Describe what you see 

and hear. How do you think you are feeling?

Third Paragraph What happens in the attack? Describe what you 

see and hear. How do you think you are feeling?

Fourth paragraph Describe how you save the soldiers’ lives. What 

do both armies do?

Closing paragraph Comment on how you feel about being awarded 

the Victoria Cross. (Think back to what we learnt 

in the comprehension.) 



Thursday



Today, you are going to write your recount of the events in the 

trenches. Use description to help you readers feel like they are there 

too. 

Use the following resources to help you:

* Your planning

* The vocabulary that you collected on Tuesday.

* Subordinating conjunctions to link sentences ideas, e.g. when, as,  

after, while, before, until, even though

On the next slide, I have given you an example, of just the first 

two paragraphs, to help you understand what I would like you to 

do. 



My birthday was another cold, dark and damp day in 
the muddy trenches of northern France. At 5am, we 
had been awoken so that we were standing- to in 
case the Germans attacked. After only sleeping for 
an hour, I felt particularly tired and cross as I had 
been on patrol most of the night. 

Suddenly, the German soldiers came swarming 
into No Man’s land. Luckily, our soldiers were 
prepared and the ratatat of our lethal machine guns 
began. While their weary soldiers began to fall like 
dominoes, we checked our bayonets and waited for 
the shrill sound of a whistle which would be our 
signal to attack.  

Soldiers sleeping or writing letters in a 

trench.



Read your writing through. Are there any word choices that you could improve? 

Think about your adjective choices and use a thesaurus to help you! Are there 

any spellings that you should check? Did you include subordinating conjunctions to 

link your sentence ideas?

When you are happy with your writing, please ask your parent or carer to take a 

photograph and send it to me!



Friday



This week, I would like you to have a go at the SPaG
Spotter activity . This will help to remind you of the 
grammar and punctuation that we have looked at, this 
year, and still need to keep practising!

Good luck!

If you have time, please continue practising your key 
spelling words from the Year 3 and 4 word list. 

It is important that you can spell these words!


