
The Feast of Corpus Christi

The Feast of Corpus Christi 
normally takes place on the first 
Thursday after Trinity Sunday (60 
days after Easter)

The festival celebrates the 
Eucharist as the body of Christ.

The name 'Corpus Christi' is Latin 
for 'the body of Christ'.



How is the Feast of Corpus Christi
celebrated? In some countries in the world, 

Catholic churches still celebrate the 
festival, not only with a Mass, but also 
with a procession. The ‘body of Christ’ 
is carried out of the church and into 
the public for people to see.

The host (bread) is displayed in a 
'monstrance’, you can see Fr. Con 
holding one in the picture. In the 
procession, the monstrance is 
protected from the sun by a canopy. 
The procession moves through local 
streets, either to another church, or 
back to the church where it started.

Do you know how we celebrate Corpus 
Christi in our parish? How are the 
Holy Communion children involved?



Corpus Christi Procession
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The History of Corpus Christi
It is reported that a Belgian nun called 
Juliana had a strange dream in which a 
full moon appeared with a black spot. The 
dream was explained by Jesus in a vision 
who said the black spot on the full moon 
showed how there were no festivals to 
celebrate the Eucharist – the most 
important part of a Roman Catholic Mass. 

She spoke of her dream to her local 
Bishop and, in 1246, the Bishop started a 
festival in their local area.



The History of Corpus Christi
In 1264, Pope Urban IV set up the festival throughout the 
Church.

In 1311, Pope Clement V announced that Corpus Christi would 
be an obligatory, annual feast day for Roman Catholics.



Corpus Christi Around the World
The festival has a particular importance for Spain and Portugal, 
and countries in Latin America. In Seville the festival was 
known as 'the Thursday that shines greater than the sun'.

In such countries the festival is popular and elaborate. The 
triumphal nature of the celebration is acted out by treating the 
sacred host almost as if it were a military hero returning in 
victory from the wars - the host may be carried on a cart 
(representing a chariot) through crowds and beneath triumphal 
arches erected for the event.

Historically, the festival was accompanied by music, dancing 
and fireworks.



Corpus Christi
The University of Oxford and University of Cambridge each 
have a college called Corpus Christi. 

There is a Corpus Christi College, Church and Youth Club in 
Belfast.


