
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History 

 at St Cuthbert Mayne 
 

 

At St Cuthbert Mayne history is give high importance where children are 

encouraged to develop curiosity about the past and encouraged to consider evidence 

and ask perceptive questions.  As they gain a knowledge and understanding of the 

past, they discover how change has taken place and the impact this has had on lives 

at the time and life today. 

 

The aims of the national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as 

‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 

consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 

connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions 

and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 

analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used 

rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting 

arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different 

contexts: understanding the connections between local, regional, national and 

international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and 

social history; and between short- and long-term timescales 

  

 know and understand the history of these islands as 

a coherent, chronological narrative, from the 

earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives 

have shaped this nation and how Britain has 

influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the 

history of the wider world: the nature of ancient 

civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of 

empires; characteristic features of past non-

European societies; achievements and follies of 

mankind 

 



 EYFS:  

As part of the Early Years curriculum children talk about past and present events 
in their own lives and the lives of family members.   

They find out about the passing of time and compare their lives and those in 
different times, exploring ideas through stories, through looking at artefacts and 
discussions.  

Key Stage One 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They find out about key events such as the Great Fire of London and the lives of 
significant individuals who have contributed to national and international 
achievements such as Van Gogh.  

In particular, children in Year Two consider how Cranleigh has changed in the past 
and consider who David Mann was and the lasting impact he and his family had on 
the village.  

 

 In Key Stage One children study a range 
of historical themes.  They learn about 
how transport has changed over time and 
the role key figures such as George 
Stephenson and the Wright Brothers had 
in this.   

The children enjoy looking at toys from 
their parents’ and grandparents’ past and 
use these to develop a growing sense of 
chronology. 

 



 

 

 

  

Key Stage Two 

Children develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, 
local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods 
they study.   They make connections and discuss trends over time and develop the 
use of historical terms, using a range of sources to gain understanding.  

Children study 

Changes in Britain from 
Stone Age to Iron Age 

 

Romans – The Roman 
Empire and its impact on 
Britain. 

Britain’s settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

The Egyptians The Viking and Anglo 
Saxon invasions 

Greeks 

Contrasting the Ancient 
Mayans society 
contrasting to Britain 

The Tudors – the theme is 
the changing power of 
monarchs using case 
studies 

The Tudors – changes in 
social history e.g. crime 
and punishment or leisure 

A local history study 
combined World War 1 
and 2 – a significant 
turning point in British  
history 

 

Victorians - a significant 
turning point in British  
history 

Inventions and the Great 
Exhibition  

Britain through the Ages 
– 1930s to 2000 

 

 
 

 


