
        Newsletter 25 Friday 18th March 2022 

Dear Everyone,  

This week there has been a special focus on Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM). The children have really enjoyed going deeper and learning more about these subjects and 
developing their enquiry skills. We hope they have come home inspired to tell you all about their 
learning. Each class has also found out about the work of a scientist and will be sharing this 
information next week in assemblies. 

On Wednesday the teaching staff joined together with the teachers from St Edmund’s in Godalming 
to collaborate on vocabulary progression in subjects. We want to ensure that children can read, 
understand and spell words correctly across the curriculum.  

Next Tuesday we will be holding our first Open Classrooms event 3.15pm-4.00pm, this is restricted 
to one parent/carer. This is an opportunity for you to look at your child’s learning and classroom 
with them. We will hold an Open School event in the Summer Term when you will have the 
opportunity to visit all classes in the school.  

Next Friday at 9am we will be holding our 4th Parent Forum of the academic year. This will take 
place in the school hall and all are welcome. If you are unable to attend but have an item for the 
agenda, please can you email it into the school office by Thursday.  

A belated Happy St Patrick’s Day to Year Two St Patrick’s Class and to all of our families who 
celebrated.  

Thank you for your ongoing support for us. Wishing you all a great weekend. 

God bless,  

Natalie McCarthy (Headteacher)  

Let us pray… 
Throughout Lent we continue to pray 

for peace in our selves, our 
relationships and in the world. We 

remember especially the people of the 
world living in conflict and give thanks 

for our many blessing. We think 
especially of all those people who have 

not chosen to be part of any conflict 
and who are standing up for what they 

believe is right.   
 
 

Thank you to the children of St Patrick’s Class for sharing their 
Lenten promises with us, we continue to grow closer to God 

during Lent by trying our best to be our best.  
 

Thank you to Mrs Southwell and Mrs Morrison for leading our 
weekly lunchtime Lenten prayer group.  



 

Spotlight on Learning and Teaching  

In this month’s learning assembly, the children and 

teachers talked about how we had been getting on 

with recalling our learning, speaking in full sentences, 

and using key subject-specific vocabulary. I was so 

impressed by how well the children could share their 

learning with each other AND use the key vocabulary.  

We talked about our Science learning this week; here 

is some of the language children shared:                                                                          

ice, plastic, material, magnet, attract, pull, oxygen, 

grow, carbon dioxide, absorb, dissolve, heart, 

ventricle, capillaries, blood.  

St. Cuthbert Mayne children are most certainly budding Scientists! 

Perfect timing for STEM week. 

 Our next challenge is to use the Think, Pair, Share 

strategy more effectively in our classrooms to make sure everyone 

contributes and thinks actively about their learning. When our 

teachers ask us a question, our brains need thinking time so that we 

can recall the information we need and form a response. Talking to our 

learning partners means everyone has the opportunity to rehearse their thinking out loud. Verbalising 

our ideas helps us to understand them better as well as learning from what our partner says. In our 

classes, we will be coming up with some sentence starters to help us when we are speaking and 

listening to our talk partners. One strategy is the ABC: 

I Agree with… 

I would like to Build on what ….. said…  

I would like to Challenge…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Initially, we spoke about  

Assessment – how do we know what we 

have done well in our learning? How do we 

know how to improve?  

 



  
Spotlight on Year 4 St Bernadettes’ Class as artists and historians 

Well done to Year 4 St 

Bernadette’s Class in art they 

have researched the work of 

Megan Duncanson who creates 

colourful landscapes.  

Through paint the children 

have learnt about how to use 

colour for perspective, contrast 

and tint. They have delvoped 

their control of paint and 

experimented to create their 

own amazing paintings in the 

style of the artist.  

In History they have learnt 

about the Viking and Anglo –

Saxon struggle for England. 

They have also used different 

types of evidence to prove 

their ideas and used a range of 

sources to find out about 

Viking longboats and to design 

their own shields.  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 
The mathematicians of St Cuthbert Mayne celebrate International Maths Day 2022  

International Maths Day gave everyone the opportunity to try out some mind bending problem solving 

activities, encouraging everyone to work collaboratively, creatively and systematically. Thank you to 

the teachers for planning such engaging and creative maths which stimulated a lot of talk and deep 

thinking. Well done to the children for talking maths and working with others.  

 



  

Inspiring awe and wonder through Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 

(STEM) Week at STCM  

Thank you to Ms Robson for organising the week’s events and to all staff for planning 

engaging and fun learning activities for the children.  

The children have learnt about the work of scientists and also the many jobs done by 

scientists. 

On Thursday, Mr Tom Holloway, our Xavier Science Specialist, delivered a Science 

assembly. He taught the children about optical illusions and how our eyes see which 

stimulated some great science talk.  

How many legs do you think this elephant has? Which circle do you think is bigger?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

He set us the whole school challenge to consider the following question which has 

stimulated much discussion across the school.  

What if the sea was gloopy (like ketchup!)?  

 

Additionally, Mr 

Holloway led a Science 

lesson in each classroom 

and encouraged children 

to think scientifically. 

They have also 

considered what jobs 

you can do in science, 

inspiring them to 

continue to try hard in 

their science learning 

and  be aspirational for 

the future.  



 

Reception St David’s Class visit to Birdworld 

On Monday St. David's class visited Birdworld in Farnham. The children were challenged to find birds 

from different parts of the world and make observations of them. We also learnt about some 

endangered species of birds. We loved looking at the elegant flamingos and pelicans. The cockatoo's 

made us laugh but they were very very noisy! This was the children's first experience of travelling 

together by coach which was a highlight. The children's behaviour on the day was excellent and all in 

all it was a brilliant day.  Huge thanks to our parent volunteers who accompanied us, we really 

appreciated your help!   

 

 FRIENDS FUN and FUNDRAISING 

 

We can’t wait to see all of the children at our 

fundraising discos next Friday. Please remember to 

book your ticket on class list. 

 

We are looking forward to all of our new laptops, 

purchased with funds raised, being ready for use in 

learning after Easter.  

We have a school wish list and are hoping to raise 

more money to purchase further resources for the 

school including new interactive whiteboards for the 

classroom.  

 



 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all our children 

who are  celebrating their 

birthdays this week. 

 

Teddy and Finley Year 1 

Jake Year 2 

Patrick and Darcie Year 4 

Martha Year 5 

 

Celebrating Achievements  

Each week we celebrate the achievements of all our children 

during our weekly celebration assembly. Please remember to 

bring in any out of school achievements to celebrate in our 

assembly on Friday. Well done to the following children who 

have been their best selves this week. 

Reception  

St David’s  

Class 

Ignatius for good use of his letter 

sounds to  write a sentence.   

. Isobel for sharing her kindness with her 

friends.  

Year One  

St Andrew’s 

Class 

Grace for listening carefully and 

achieving in writing.  

Millie for always showing responsibility and 

respect. 

Year Two  

St Patrick’s Class 

Victoria for brilliant maths this week.  Daisy for being really focussed on her 

writing in English. 

Year Three  

St George’s Class 

Ned for achievement and teamwork 

in Science — Well done!  

Brooke for the kindness and friendship that 

she shows to everyone.  

Year Four  

St Bernadette’s 

Class 

Poppy W - for showing happiness in 

her work and in the classroom as 

well as growing in confidence within 

class discussions.  

Wilfred, for being a mastermind of the 

Norse gods, as well as always trying his best 

and persevering to achieve in all of his 

work. 

Year Five  

St Catherine’s 

Class 

Eliska for always showing great re-

spect and kindness to everyone.  

Alex M for always striving to achieve his 

best in all his learning 

Year Six  

St Teresa’s Class 

Evie for your achievement in improv-

ing your grammar skills in our prac-

tice tests.  

Sofia for having such a postive and deter-

mined attitude to achieve her best and not 

being deterred when things are challenging.  

Celebrating our school values

happiness

lovekindness

ST 
CM
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Reminder: Keeping children safe online and in the real world 

Each week we ask the children to think of a way of keeping themselves safe using our school Buddy 

mascot which we won through the NSPCC. Buddy sits in the school hall with a Worries and Wishes box 

where children may post their concerns, worries or wishes. Please continue to report any safeguarding 

concerns to Mrs McCarthy (Designated Safeguarding Lead) or Mrs Gosling (Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead). 

Parents may want to check with their child what information they are accessing online and remind them 

to report any concerns to a trusted adult. They also might want further information to support them with 

talking to children 

about the war in  

Ukraine and war in 

general. Please clilck 

on the link to access 

resources which have 

been recommend to 

us by our Educational 

Psychologist Dr Ali 

D’Amario.  

 

 

 

Housepoints  

Thank you to our diligent house captains who not only give up some of their break time to collect and calculate the 
house points each week but also have to keep the totals a secret until they are announced in our celebration 
assembly on a Friday.  

Tidy cloakrooms 

Well done to everyone on making our school look so clean and tidy. Each week we have a tidy 
cloakroom competition. Well done to our winners Year 5 St Catherine’s Class and Year 4 St Bernadette’s 
Class.  

What should I do if I am worrying 
about war or conflict? Who can I 
speak to?

HOUSE POINTS Weekly total

138 206

179 180

HOUSE POINTS termly  total

1678 1544

1792 1603

https://em-edsupport.org.uk/ukraine
https://em-edsupport.org.uk/ukraine


Times Tables Rockstars 

Well done to all of our Times Tables Rockstars who are on this week’s Hall of Fame.  

Your commitment to improving your times tables knowledge is excellent and is having impact on the 
fluency of recall and application to these number facts to all areas of maths learning.  

A particular well done to the newcomers to the Headlines board and a special well done to St Patrick’s 
Class who continue to be the most active class.  

 

 

Book Swap fundraising for Ukraine organised by School Council  

On Thursday 24th March, there will be a bring and buy book swap after school. If you have any books 

which you do not read anymore, take them to the parish room before school starts on that day. Any books 

are accepted for the sale, ranging from preschool to adult.  

The swap will take place from 3:15 onwards in the church car park and run by School Council.  

Although most things in life come with a price, these books are free. Please donate money, however, as 

we are raising funds for Ukraine.  It would be wonderful if everyone could donate at least one book.  

Hopefully, we will raise lots of money too. 

Fundraising for the people of Ukraine and CAFOD Family Fast Day 

Thank you to all staff and children who took part in Friday’s fundraising for CAFOD and the British Red 

Cross to support the work they are doing for the refugees from Ukraine.  

To date we have raised £285.60. 

file://SCM.net/UserData/TeachingStaff/nmccarthy/Documents/2018-2019
file://SCM.net/UserData/TeachingStaff/nmccarthy/Documents/2018-2019
file://SCM.net/UserData/TeachingStaff/nmccarthy/Documents/2018-2019


Dates for the diary Spring Term 2022 

March 
21st CAFOD visitor led assembly for children 
21st 2.45pm Year 6 SATS meeting for Y6 parents 
22nd Young Carers Action Day 
22nd Penitential service for Y3,4,5,6 with reconciliation opportunity for Y6 and Y5 
22nd Musical Theatre Club for all those registered 
22nd 3.15pm-4.00pm Open classrooms-new date change from 23rd. Restricted to 1 adult per family 
22nd Musical Theatre Trip to Cranleigh Prep to watch Matilda 
23rd Reconciliation opportunity for Y4 
23rd Home learning task due 
24th Stations of the Cross for children 
24th March 3.15pm  Book sale to raise money for Ukraine organised by School Council  
20th April:  cake sale to raise money for the Ukraine 
25th 9am Parent Forum  
25th Young Carers Little Gems group get together in school  
25th 4pm Booking for Parents Evening Closed on scopay 
25th School Discos organised by the FRIENDS of St CM 
29th Musical Theatre Club for all those registered 
29th and 31st online parent teacher consultations 
 
April 
1st Science in Nature School photography competition closing date 
1st Last day of the spring term 12pm finish  
1st Return of the Friday Cake Raffle organised by the FRIENDS of STCM 
Easter holidays Monday  
Easter Holidays sponsored read organised by the FRIENDS of St CM, more information to follow  

 
Dates for the diary Summer Term 2022 

More dates to be added 
 
April continued... 
18th Easter Bank Holiday School closed 
19th Start of the Summer Term 
19th Reception starter September 2022 places parents informed  
20th April:  cake sale to raise money for  Ukraine 
25th Eco Kids Collection organised by the FRIENDS of St Cuthbert Mayne School 
28th Well Being Warriors training for Year 4 St Bernadette’s Class 
 
May  
2nd May Bank Holiday School closed  
5th-12th Year 5 Bikeability level 1    1 .15pm– 2.45pm 
16th INSET Day 4. School closed for staff training 
 

2021-2022 Term dates – Please click on the link 
2022-2023 Term dates– Please click on the link 

https://www.stcuthbertmayne.co.uk/uploads/information/Xavier_Term_and_Holiday_dates_2021-22.pdf
https://www.stcuthbertmayne.co.uk/uploads/information/STCMTerm_and_Holiday_dates_2021-22_(1).pdf
file://SCM.net/UserData/TeachingStaff/nmccarthy/Documents/2018-2019


BUDDY SAYS HI! 

Childline 

0800 1111 

Remember to tell Mrs McCarthy or Mrs Gosling if you are concerned 
about a child at St Cuthbert Mayne.  

Helping children to stay safe online: Parents may wish to access any of the following websites for 
online safety information to support their children with safe internet use: 

Think U know: www.thinkuknow.co.uk Thinkuknow is the education programme from The National Crimes Agency’s Child Ex-
ploitation and online Protection Centre (CEOP).  The website is suitable for children aged 5-16 and has a section for parents/
carers. 

   NSPCC: www.net-aware.org.uk and www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety Resources produced by the NSPCC for parents, including 
Net Aware, a tool which reviews the most popular apps.  They also provide advice on ‘sexting’, online gaming and parental 
controls.  The NSPCC helpline number is 0808 8005002 

 ChildLine: www.childline.org.uk The ChildLine website provides information and advice on a wide range of issues including 
online and offline safety. Advice includes using social media, cyberbullying, online grooming, taking care of your digital foot-
print and mobile phone safety.  The ChildLine helpline is 0800 1111 

 Zipit App: https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/zipit-app/ Zipit is an 
app designed in conjunction with Childline to help young people decline requests for nudes and inappropriate content. 

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/report-nude-image-online/  An-
other app supported by Childline to assist young people in removing nudes from the internet. 

UK Safer Internet Centre: www.saferinternet.org.uk UK Safer Internet Centre provides online safety tips, advice and resources 
to help children and young people stay safe online.  Advice also includes setting up parental controls and what to consider be-
fore buying mobile devices. 

 Childnet: www.childnet.com Childnet has resources, including videos and storybooks, to help you discuss online safety with 
your children. It includes advice on setting up parental controls, cyberbullying and setting up a family agreement for safer in-
ternet use.  It has a parent and carer toolkit. Childnet have produced smart rules for online safety, using Widget symbols; these 
can be displayed near computers as a visual reminder.  They have also produced the STAR SEN Toolkit to explore online safety 
with young people who have special educational needs. 

Internet Matters: www.internetmatters.org Internet Matters provides advice by age group. Advice incudes setting up appropri-
ate controls and filters on a range of devices, cyberbullying, online grooming and self-harm. 

 Parent Info:  Parent Info provides information to parents and carers about a wide range of topics including games, apps and 
tech, health and wellbeing. 

  BBC “Own It” Website and App: www.bbc.com/ownit  and ww.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/own-it-app 

The BBC Own It Website provide advice for parents and carers and aims to help children aged 8-13 “be the boss” of their 
online lives. The website has videos and activities to explore with children and includes an app which can be downloaded (for 
children aged 8+) on children’s devices to help them use technology safely and responsibly. www.childnet.com/resources/step
-up-speak-up/guidance-and-training-for-schools-and-professionals 

  

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
http://www.net-aware.org.uk
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety
http://www.childline.org.uk
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/zipit-app/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/report-nude-image-online/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk
http://www.childnet.com
http://www.internetmatters.org
https://parentinfo.org/
http://www.bbc.com/ownit
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/own-it-app
http://www.childnet.com/resources/step-up-speak-up/guidance-and-training-for-schools-and-professionals
http://www.childnet.com/resources/step-up-speak-up/guidance-and-training-for-schools-and-professionals

