
        Newsletter 20 Friday 4th February 2022 

Dear Everyone,  

My unexpected self-isolation this week, has given me some unexpected time to reflect on the 
pandemic and it’s impact on the community of St Cuthbert Mayne. This has been no ‘ordinary’ time, 
not just for our school communty but the whole world; every individual’s and community’s 
experience have been so unique. In school we are so blessed to work with the children of St Cuthbert 
Mayne as we continue to encourage them to make the most of their gifts and talents. No child can 
ever be considered ordinary and more so now than ever is it evident to all of us how ‘extraordinary’ 
they are. They showing resilience and friendship as they keep our school values of achievement,  
faithfulness, happiness, kindness, love, respect and responsibility.  They are a joy! Happy New Year 
to all of our families who celebrated Chinese New Year this week.  

It has been another great week in the life of the school with visits, trips and sporting events. Learning 
in the classroom and beyond has shown all children trying really hard to be the best that they can be. 
We have also loved hearing about children’s learning at home, how they have followed up their in 
school learning by going deeper through their Home Learning Projects.  

We are continuing to see  a higher numbers of pupils attending school and a return to our high level 
of attendance. Thank you to parents for sending your children to school when they are well and for 
following government advice if they are not. We still have a small number of  new staff and pupil 
cases of COVID-19 which Track and Trace are responsible for monitoring. Please remember that 
although teachers plan and provide remote learning, this is only for children who are well isolating at 
home due to COVID-19 and are well enough to do it. We ask that parents continue to contact us if 
they wish to request learning for children at home.  

Our school family continues to grow: congratulations to Suhani and family on the birth of baby 
Arushi.  We look forward to meeting her soon.  

We continue to pray for everyone who needs our prayers at this time. To everyone that is self-
isolating or feeling unwell; we wish you a speedy recovery. Please continue to contact us if there is 
anything that we can do to support your families and thank you for your ongoing support for us too.   

God bless,  

Natalie McCarthy (Headteacher)  

Let us pray... 

In our liturgies this week we have been reminding ourselves about how ordinary people can do 
extraordinary things. We have looked at modern day examples including; Captain Tom, Greta 
Thunberg, Max Woolsie and Malala Yousafzai. We discussed how there is no such thing as ‘ordinary’ 
and how we all have the potential to do something extraordinary. The examples that we have given 
as role models for the children, did not set out to make the news but to do something because they 
wanted to make a difference. All of them were motivated and resilient and believed in something 
greater than themselves. All of them would have been considered ‘ordinary’. Jesus himself faced 
significant challenges when he began his ministry because those around him considered him 
ordinary and found it difficult to accept that he was not.   

Saving God, 
you sent your Son to show us how to live our lives. Help us to do all that we can to follow this 

example. Amen  



 

 

 

Congratulations to all our children 

who are  celebrating their 

birthdays this week.  

Max Year 3 

Grace, George  

and Simon Year 1 

Viktorie Year 2 

Celebrating Achievements  

Each week we celebrate the achievements of all our children 

during our weekly celebration assembly. Please remember to 

bring in any out of school achievements to celebrate in our 

assembly on Friday. Well done to the following children who 

have been their best selves this week. 

 

Reception  

St David’s  

Class 

Harry for bringing happiness and enthusiasm 

for adult led activities during our active 

learning time.  

Labeena for her effort and achievement with her 

vocabulary.   

Year One  

St Andrew’s 

Class 

Finley for being a happy and hardworking 

learner  
Thea for peaceful behaviour and kindness to 

friends.  

Year Two  

St Patrick’s Class 

Anaya for her well thought through contri-

butions to class discussions.  
Albie for making a super effort with his handwriting 

and spelling.  

Year Three  

St George’s Class 

Amelia for achievement in writing – what  a 

persuasive letter!  
 Igor for achievement in writing – I was impressed 

with your well thought out  arguments.  

Year Four  

St Bernadette’s 

Class 

Natasha - carrying out anything that is asked 

of her with happiness and kindness.  I have 

also been very impressed with your recent 

writing in history.  

Artie - for always showing respect and putting 100% 

into achieving your best in all your learning. 

Year Five  

St Catherine’s 

Class 

Martha F for her enthusiasm in 

learning this week and her persever-

ance with improving her learning in 

all lessons. 

Toby for demonstrating great scientific skills 

when planning a comparative test; as well 

as the beautifully presented recording of 

his investigation. 

Year Six  

St Teresa’s Class 

Patrick for taking responsibility for your 

learning by always putting your hand up in 

lessons to add to our discussions.  

Yasmin for being a great ambassador for St. Teresa's 

class and explaining your learning really clearly in 

Maths. 

Celebrating our school values

happiness

lovekindness

ST 
CM

7



Keeping children safe online  

Each week we ask the children to think of a way of keeping themselves safe online using our school Buddy 

mascot which we won through the NSPCC. Buddy sits in the school hall with a Worries and Wishes box 

where children may post their concerns, worries or wishes. We thought we would share these with you as 

a way of increasing our home/school safeguarding link and commitment to keeping children safe. You 

may wish to use this as a discussion point with your child.  

HOUSE POINTS Weekly total

135 102

135 108

HOUSE POINTS termly  total

546 507

644 593

Sometimes I get worried 
about COVID19. Who 
can I talk to about this? 

Housepoints  

Thank you to our diligent house captains who not 

only give up some of their break time to  collect 

and calculate the house points each week but also 

have to keep the totals a secret until they are 

announced in our celebration assembly on a Friday.  

Tidy cloakrooms 

Well done to everyone on making our school look so 

clean and tidy. Each week we have a tidy cloakroom 

competition, our current winning Year group is  until 

they are announced in our celebration assembly on a 

Friday. This week’s winners are Year 2 St Patrick’s Class.  



Children’s Mental Health Week –dress to express!  

Next week we will be taking part in Children’s Mental Health 

Week and this year’s theme is ‘Growing Together’. 

Growing Together is about growing emotionally and finding ways 

to help each other grow. Challenges and setbacks can help us to 

grow and adapt and trying new things can help us to move 

beyond our comfort zone into a new realm of possibility and 

potential. However, emotional growth is often a gradual process 

that happens over time, and sometimes we might feel a bit 

‘stuck’. Throughout the week, the children will be exploring this 

theme in class activities and assemblies. 

On Friday 11th February, the children are asked to join in our ‘Dress to Express’ day when they can 

chose to express themselves through their clothes. We would like them to show their uniqueness by 

wearing clothes that showcase their true self. This could be as simple as choosing a colour theme to 

express how they are feeling, wearing their clothes how they want to or just wearing what makes 

them feel good! 

As parents and carers, you play an important role in your child’s mental health. The following website 
has helpful resources and ideas that may support you in this: https://
www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents 
As ever, please do contact us if you have any concerns about your child’s wellbeing. 

Mrs Kate Woodhams (Mental Health Lead) 

Happy Chinese New Year   

Thank you to Arabella (St David’s Class) for sharing 

this beautiful picture with us to celebrate the Year of 

the Tiger. Also thank you to Anya for sharing some 

fortune cookies with the staff!  

 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents


  
Year Two St Patrick’s Class go deeper with their learning  

Well done to all of our learners in Year Two for going deeper 
with your learning. You exhibited your learning confidently 
during your class exhibition this week, demonstrating your oracy 
skills through your ability to talk to others about your learning. 

It is wonderful to witness the mastery of the subjects that you 
have chosen to go deeper with and how you could use this 
learning to teach your peers.   

 



  

Year One are historians  

 

On Tuesday St Andrew's Class were history detectives, finding out about old toys that were brought 
from Horsham Museum. We saw dolls full of straw, pigs made of lead and toys made of clothes 
pegs.  In the past only rich children had real dolls or trainsets, but other children had to use things they 
could find at home.  We had to use clues to find out what the toys were made of and how it might 
make it difficult to play with the toy. For example, hay was not a good filling for dolls as it could get 
wet and slimy.   

It was a treat to have the museum visit us and let us look at all these special things.   



  

Year Six are historians 

This week, Year 6 were immersed in historical enquiry as they dived deeper into the Victorian era. We 
were visited by Horsham museum who gave us a real-life taste of being at a Victorian school, allowing 
us to compare how Victorian schooling differed to education today. We handled real artefacts and had 
to deduce what they were used for and find their modern equivalent. We were then presented with a 
conundrum - would we have chosen to live on the streets or enter the workhouse? To answer this 
question, we investigated what society was like at the time by interpreting different sources - 
artefacts, images and a Victorian census - before discussing and comparing our ideas. Like the 
Victorians themselves, we didn't all share the same views!  

 



  

Year 6 are designers and engineers! 

In DT, Year 6 have been designing and making electrical fairgrounds with rotating parts. We developed 
a variety of DT skills along the way... 

 Communicating our design ideas through detailed labelled drawings   

 Developing a design specification - what was the success criteria for our finished product? 

 Planning the order of our work, choosing appropriate materials, tools and techniques   

 Selecting appropriate tools, materials, components and techniques   

 Assembling components to make working models   

 Using tools safely and accurately   

 Constructing products using permanent joining techniques   

 Making modifications as we went along   

 We are now making the finishing touches to ensure our models are aesthetically pleasing to our 
users!  



  

Spotlight on Learning and Teaching 

    At St. Cuthbert Mayne, teachers are always developing their 

professional knowledge and understanding of how children learn.  

This week, KS2 took part in an assembly led by Miss Rowe to talk 

about our learning and how our brain remembers new knowledge. In 

order for learning to take place, information has to get into our long-

term memories. 

 

We can help make sure that our learning 

stays in our long term memory by regularly 

recalling it, or doing retrieval practice. 

   In our classes, we do this in lots of 

different ways – quizzes, talking to our 

partner about what we learnt last lesson, 

explaining what new words mean, writing 

down everything we can remember (brain 

dump), using knowledge organisers, or 

using pictures.  

Each class is being given a set of dual coded 

symbols to cut down on cognitive load. The 

idea is that when children see the symbol 

and their word they will know what they 

need to do.  

 

The children have already fed back positively about these symbols:  

“ When our teachers use the ‘recall’ symbol, we know we are being asked to remember our learning so 

that we can use it and attach even more knowledge to what we already know. “ 

“ This helps us see the links between our learning, which makes it easier for our brains to store it. “ 

 

 

 

Let’s make our 

learning stick!  
 

 



 
Mental health and wellbeing  

  

 

This week our Wellbeing focus is about taking more notice of our                                 

surroundings and noticing the present moment.  Becoming more aware 

of the present moment means noticing the sights, smells, sounds and 

tastes we’re experiencing, as well as the thoughts and feelings that oc-

cur from one moment to the next. It’s about  reconnecting with the 

world around us, appreciating the little things and savouring the mo-

ment.  

Here are some examples of things that you can do: 

 Plan to look up at the night sky. 

 Watch a sunset or sunrise. 

 Notice signs of the season changing.  

 Close your eyes and be aware of your breathing. 

 Try mindfulness meditation. 

 Sit quietly in the playground, garden or park. Take a moment to be 

aware of the world around you and reflect on what you’re feeling.  

 Listen to your favourite music. 

 Bring a plant or a picture of a beautiful scene from nature to enjoy 

and appreciate in your classroom or home.  

 Ask about someone’s day and listen. 

 At the end of the day, ask yourself what you are grateful for or what 

made you smile today. 



Volunteers: School library  
 
We are looking for a parent team who would be interested in getting involved in supporting our Year 6 
librarians to run our school library. 
 
Please contact Mrs McCarthy if you are interested. 

 

Reminder: High quality book request 

Do you have any high quality children’s picture books which you would 
be willing to donate to the school library?  

As a school, we seek to promote a love of reading where all children 
have access to a range of stories they can read themselves or that are 

read to them.   

In Key Stage One and Reception we are gathering together sets of 
books that each child can take home to enjoy with their families.  If 

you have any books aimed at 4-7 year old children that you no longer need but are in good condition, we 
would be most grateful if these could be donated to school.    

Please send the books into Mrs Gosling in Year One. Thank you! 

We would also like to encourage parents to donate a book to the school when it is their child’s birthday.  

Thank you to everyone who has donated so far.  

 
Times Tables Rockstars 

Well done to all of our Times Tables 
Rockstars who are on this week’s 

Hall of Fame.  

Your commitment to improving your 
times tables knowledge is excellent 
and is having impact on the fluency 

of recall and application to these 
number facts to all areas of maths 

learning.  

 

 



 
Dates for the diary Spring Term 2022 

 
February 
1st Year 6 Football match 
1st Year 6 Victorian Day and visit from Horsham Museum 
2nd Home learning task due 
2nd Open Classrooms– postponed  
3rd Year 5 Football match 
4th 9am Parent Forum cancelled 
4th Young Carers Little Gems group get together in school  
7th-13th  Children’s mental health week 
8th Safer Internet Day 
11th Dress to express yourself-see letter from Mrs Woodhams. 14th –18th February Half term 
11th 9am Re-scheduled Parent Forum 
 
March 
1st Teach South East Primary School Taster Day at St Cuthbert Mayne for those considering a career in 

teaching  https://forms.office.com/r/wCb8SzQWx8 

1st Secondary School places September 2022 parents informed  
2nd Ash Wednesday 
3rd World Book Day 
3rd 9am Year  
7th – 9th Year 4 Bikeability 
11th CAFOD Family Fast Day 
14th-18th STEM Week 
16th INSET Day School closed for staff training 
23rd Home learning task due 
23rd Open classrooms 
25th 9am Parent Forum  
25th Young Carers Little Gems group get together in school  
29th and 31st parent teacher consultations 
 
April 
1st last day of the spring term 12pm finish  

 
Dates for the diary Summer Term 2022 

April 
19th Start of the Summer Term 
19th Reception starter September 2022 places parents informed  

 

2021-2022 Term dates – Please click on the link 
2022-2023 Term dates– Please click on the link 

https://forms.office.com/r/wCb8SzQWx8
https://www.stcuthbertmayne.co.uk/uploads/information/Xavier_Term_and_Holiday_dates_2021-22.pdf
https://www.stcuthbertmayne.co.uk/uploads/information/STCMTerm_and_Holiday_dates_2021-22_(1).pdf
file://SCM.net/UserData/TeachingStaff/nmccarthy/Documents/2018-2019




BUDDY SAYS HI! 

Childline 

0800 1111 

Remember to tell Mrs McCarthy or Mrs Gosling if you are concerned 
about a child at St Cuthbert Mayne.  

Helping children to stay safe online: Parents may wish to access any of the following websites for 
online safety information to support their children with safe internet use: 

Think U know: www.thinkuknow.co.uk Thinkuknow is the education programme from The National Crimes Agency’s Child Ex-
ploitation and online Protection Centre (CEOP).  The website is suitable for children aged 5-16 and has a section for parents/
carers. 

   NSPCC: www.net-aware.org.uk and www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety Resources produced by the NSPCC for parents, including 
Net Aware, a tool which reviews the most popular apps.  They also provide advice on ‘sexting’, online gaming and parental 
controls.  The NSPCC helpline number is 0808 8005002 

 ChildLine: www.childline.org.uk The ChildLine website provides information and advice on a wide range of issues including 
online and offline safety. Advice includes using social media, cyberbullying, online grooming, taking care of your digital foot-
print and mobile phone safety.  The ChildLine helpline is 0800 1111 

 Zipit App: https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/zipit-app/ Zipit is an 
app designed in conjunction with Childline to help young people decline requests for nudes and inappropriate content. 

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/report-nude-image-online/  An-
other app supported by Childline to assist young people in removing nudes from the internet. 

UK Safer Internet Centre: www.saferinternet.org.uk UK Safer Internet Centre provides online safety tips, advice and resources 
to help children and young people stay safe online.  Advice also includes setting up parental controls and what to consider be-
fore buying mobile devices. 

 Childnet: www.childnet.com Childnet has resources, including videos and storybooks, to help you discuss online safety with 
your children. It includes advice on setting up parental controls, cyberbullying and setting up a family agreement for safer in-
ternet use.  It has a parent and carer toolkit. Childnet have produced smart rules for online safety, using Widget symbols; these 
can be displayed near computers as a visual reminder.  They have also produced the STAR SEN Toolkit to explore online safety 
with young people who have special educational needs. 

Internet Matters: www.internetmatters.org Internet Matters provides advice by age group. Advice incudes setting up appropri-
ate controls and filters on a range of devices, cyberbullying, online grooming and self-harm. 

 Parent Info:  Parent Info provides information to parents and carers about a wide range of topics including games, apps and 
tech, health and wellbeing. 

  BBC “Own It” Website and App: www.bbc.com/ownit  and ww.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/own-it-app 

The BBC Own It Website provide advice for parents and carers and aims to help children aged 8-13 “be the boss” of their 
online lives. The website has videos and activities to explore with children and includes an app which can be downloaded (for 
children aged 8+) on children’s devices to help them use technology safely and responsibly. www.childnet.com/resources/step
-up-speak-up/guidance-and-training-for-schools-and-professionals 

  

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
http://www.net-aware.org.uk
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety
http://www.childline.org.uk
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/zipit-app/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/report-nude-image-online/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk
http://www.childnet.com
http://www.internetmatters.org
https://parentinfo.org/
http://www.bbc.com/ownit
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/own-it-app
http://www.childnet.com/resources/step-up-speak-up/guidance-and-training-for-schools-and-professionals
http://www.childnet.com/resources/step-up-speak-up/guidance-and-training-for-schools-and-professionals


 
Staff Vacancy 

Learning Support Assistant 

Start Date – As soon as possible 

Fixed Term Position (Until 31 August 2022) 

Potential to become a permanent position 

 
Learning Support Assistant Monday – Friday 8.40am – 3.15pm 38.6 weeks per annum  

Actual salary £12897 (XCET 3 £18013 Full time equivalent) 

 

The Governing body of this successful and popular school are seeking to appoint a Learning Support Assistant.   

We are looking for applicants who: 

 Are committed to developing the Catholic ethos of the school and ensuring that pupils achieve their potential.  

 Are patient and care for children 

 Are excited and enthusiastic about learning 

 Are passionate about the education of all children. Can inspire and motivate children and are committed to raising  
         standards through example and innovation 

 Have excellent interpersonal skills and the ability to work as part of a dedicated team. 

 Are enthusiastic, creative and resilient and understands how to make learning fun for children 

 Will become fully involved in the wider life of the school. 

 Have good spoken English 

 Have good English, Maths and ICT skills 

 Are flexible and resilient in their approach with children 

 Previous experience of working with children and young people is essential. 

 Will be required to keep records and advising teachers of any issues which may arise during the sessions. 

 Are flexible and resilient in their approach with children. 

 Will be required to provide lunchtime cover. 

 Will be required to attend relevant training. 
Will be required to administer basic first aid. 

 
Qualifications 

GCSE English and Maths Grade C/Level 4  
 

We can offer you: 

 An exciting opportunity to work in a friendly and welcoming community with a strong Catholic ethos, where every child    
        is known and loved. 

 A dedicated and hardworking staff team. 

 A supportive Governing body. 

 Extremely supportive and engaged parents. 

 Strong partnership with parish community. 
A commitment to your ongoing professional development. 

 
For further information or an application pack, please contact the school office on info@stcuthbert-mayne.surrey.sch.uk  

Closing date for applications:  9am Monday 21st February 2022 

Interview date week commencing: Monday 28th February 2022 

We are committed to and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expect all staff to share this commit-

ment.  An enhanced DBS (Disclosure & Barring Service) check is required for all successful applicants. 




