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Our Aims
• To give all children the opportunity to develop a love of reading
• For all children to be able to read their chosen book fluently
• For children to show excellent understanding of what they have read
• For children to read God’s word in The Bible
• For children to use ideas from their reading in their own writing

School reading is a vital part of a
child’s reading journey that we hope
will take them into adulthood.

Early Years Foundation Stage
• Learning to hold a book and turn the pages

• Learning to read individual sounds
Jolly Phonics sounds examples
• Blending sounds
• Digraphs and trigraphs
• Reading books out of interest and enthusiasm
• Reading to an adult at home and in school
• Story time

Phonics
• Phonics is taught daily, often twice a day in Reception, Year 1 and
Year 2.
• The focus moves from initial sounds, to sounds within words and
blending sounds.
• Alongside this, children begin to read books. This starts reading
with an adult and gradually develops to reading to an adult.
• Within phonics sessions, children also learn to write the sounds
as they learn to read them.
• At the end of Year 1 there is a statutory Phonics Check which all
children take.

Colour Book Bands

• From Reception upwards, books are grouped
together in colours
• The colour of the book guides teaching staff in the
children’s progression in reading.
• Progress from one colour to the next is more about
the child’s understanding of what they have read
and their ability to discuss this than about how
quickly they read the words.
• Teaching staff use PM Benchmarking to assess
children’s comprehension skills. This assessment
tool, with our professional judgement is used to
decide when children move from one colour to the
next.

Reading Independently
•
•
•
•

Early readers always read aloud.
Gradually, children begin to read ‘in their head’.
This is the beginning of children becoming fluent readers.
It is vital that children can choose their own books and develop the
idea of reading for pleasure.

• In Year 1 and Year 2, children begin more formal ‘Reading
Comprehension’. This is when children read a text either with an
adult or by themselves and then answer questions about the text.

Guided Reading
• This is when our teaching staff read with children in a group and guide
the development of their reading skills and understanding of the text.
• This group could range from two children, to a class of 30 children.
• However many are in the group, the children will read a text, either
independently or listen to it together and follow the written text. After
that, children will either discuss their understanding and interpretation
of the text, or answer written questions (or both).
• At St Cuthbert Mayne, teachers choose the best way to teach reading
to their class at any point in the year. In some years, groups work best
and in others, whole class learning works best. Teachers are not
constrained by one system.

Reading Comprehension
• Reading Comprehension becomes increasingly important as children
move through the school.
• This involves reading a passage of text, discussing that text and
answering questions to show our understanding of what we have read,
or working by ourselves to answer questions about what we have
read.
• This involves inference and deduction, our own opinions about what
we have read and predictions.
• Being able to quote from what we have read becomes increasingly
important and prepares children for their secondary education.
• These skills are assessed continuously from Year 1 to 6 and more
formally at the end of Year 2 and Year 6. The results of National tests
are shared with parents.

The walk was dark and muddy. They stumbled a little on
the rough road, and once Phyllis absently fell into a puddle,
and was picked up damp and unhappy. There were no gaslamps on the road, and the road was uphill. The cart went
at a foot’s pace, and they followed the gritty crunch of its
wheels. As their eyes got used to the darkness, they could
see the mound of boxes swaying dimly in front of them.
A long gate had to be opened for the cart to pass through,
and after that the road seemed to go across fields — and
now it went down hill. Presently a great dark lumpish thing
showed over to the right

Love of Reading
• We want all children to leave St Cuthbert Mayne with a love
of reading.
• Children use the School Library to choose their own books.
• Following on from our Dance Workshop last week, we are now
launching a half termly competition about different authors,
beginning with Roald Dahl.
• Children will be invited to enter the competition in Friday’s
Assembly.
• Children learn about their faith by reading God’s word in The
Bible. This is a regular part of RE lessons in all year groups.

How you can support reading at home
• Support your child to practise their reading at home
• Read a variety of books with your child
• Make books available to your child
• Join the local library and engage in their reading challenges
• Visit books shops
• Read your own book alongside your child

Which books are best?

• Books your child likes.
• Books suggested by your child’s teacher
• Books your child chooses from a library or bookshop that they want
to read
• Never be afraid of re-reading

Reading Strategies:
• Pause, Prompt and Praise
• PAUSE to help them work out the new words
• PROMPT by using some of the techniques mentioned in this booklet
• PRAISE them for trying whether they are right or wrong
• It is important to use as many clues as possible to help your child hen
• they encounter difficulty.

Talking about the book with your child at the end
will help your child in their enjoyment and
understanding of the book.
• Did you enjoy that book? Why? Why not?
• Who was your favourite character? Why?
• Which part did you like the best? Why?
• Was there any part you didn’t like? Why?
• Would you choose this book/story again?

Help! My child won’t read, no matter what I do.
Read to your child as much as possible
Don’t make an issue out of it
Talk to your child’s class teacher - working together will
help

