Believe
you can
achieve!
Newsletter 4 Week ending 29.09.17
Dear Parents and Carers,
Despite a damp and miserable Monday morning, we at St Cuthbert Mayne had a very smiley start to the
week as the children posed for their individual and sibling photographs. During the week, pupils have once
again had a range of learning opportunities and have showed their commitment to being the best that they
can be. Each Friday we celebrate pupil achievements and it is always
great to see the effort and resilience that our children show. Several
parents have spoken to me about the Iceberg Illusion image which
featured in our first newsletter of the year. We are continuing to
reinforce this with the children and equip them with the self awareness
to understand the skills they need to be successful.
Well done to our new Sports’ Crew from Year 6 who attended training
this week. Thank you to Mrs Deacon and Mrs Morrison for accompanying them to this training and also
parents and carers for providing transport. I hear that their behaviour was excellent and we look forward to
seeing the impact of this training across the school.
In our staff development this week the staff had INSET training focusing on Personal, Social, Health, Education (PSHE).
At St Cuthbert Mayne, we recognise the value and worth of each individual and understand the importance of PSHE in
our curriculum. Throughout the school year, children are made aware of how to feel good and feel safe and be good
citizens keeping Gospel Values at the core of all learning. The DfE has stated as part of its national curriculum
framework that ‘All schools should make provision for PSHE education, drawing on good practice’. In line with Diocesan
guidance we follow the programme of study produced by the PSHE Association. This is based on the needs of our pupils
and reflects the rapidly changing world in which our pupils are living and learning. By following the programme of study
we ensure that it is relevant to our pupils at each stage of their school learning ensuring that they can develop the
essential skills they will need to manage their lives now and in the future. This is currently not a statutory subject in
school but we recognise the importance of this for our pupil’s development and we teach it alongside Relationship and
Sex Education (RSE) in line with Diocesan guidance. For further information on how PSHE is taught please see our
school website.

Welcome to Mrs Becca Southwell who is joining our staff team as a Teaching Assistant.

Liturgy
Matthew 20:16. In our liturgies this week we have focused on being generous and how
we can be generous. This is a strong message at this time of year as we prepare to celebrate the Harvest. We will once again be supporting the CAFOD Harvest campaign and
celebrating the Harvest in school on Tuesday 10th October. Children may come into
school on this day dressed in ‘Harvest’ colours and make a donation to CAFOD who are
working with farmers in El Salvador to reintroduce native seeds, ensuring that farmers
are able to produce healthy crops and provide for their families.

School Development Plan 2017-2018
We are currently working on our School Development Plan to make St Cuthbert Mayne School even better for
our children. Through the newsletters and our school website, we will aim to keep your abreast of school
developments.
Our key priorities for the academic year 2017-2018 are below:


Continue to build an effective leadership team that supports accelerated school improvement.



To improve the quality of teaching and learning and assessment across the school to ensure that 100%
of teaching is at least good and some is better.



All pupils will be self-confident, self-assured learners with excellent attitudes to learning.



All pupils will progress well from their different starting points and achieve or exceed age related
expectation (ARE).



Early Years Foundation stage (EYFS) outcomes will reflect a provision that is responsive to pupils’
needs and national expectations.

School leadership team
Well done to Freddie (Head Boy),

Kallia (Head Girl),

Emma (Deputy Head Girl) and Feargus (Deputy Head
Boy). All four pupils wrote and presented excellent
speeches which showed their understanding of the Christian ethos of our school and also identified what they
could offer the school if appointed. We wish them every
success in their new roles and I know they will be a real
asset to our school leadership team.
Our outgoing School Council led our liturgy on Tuesday
when we appointed our new school council. Well done to
the children who were democratically elected by their
class to represent their pupil voice on the school council. I
am looking forward to the first meeting of the new School
Council which will be held next Thursday. The School
Council currently meets at least fortnightly for approximately half an hour.
This year we will also have councillors from Reception (St
David’s Class) who will be joining us in the Spring Term.

Year One as authors
On my visits to classrooms this week, I have continued to monitor the
quality of writing in line with our School Development Plan. On Monday
pupils in Year One were shocked but excited to find that they could not
enter their classroom as something had happened over the weekend
and they needed to investigate! This was the stimulus for their writing
and over the week pupils have used this experience to plan and share
ideas for their own story writing. Pupils began by writing a crime report
about what had happened after gathering facts and evidence. Well done
especially to Jack and Annie for their great ideas:
“ There was no money in the till. The shoes were messy. Mr Grady did
it.” Jack
“When I came in the classroom and I looked around the classroom and
saw the money was gone. First I saw the caution signs. Next I saw the
shoe shop was in a mess. Next I saw there was no money in the till.”
Annie
I look forward to reading all of their stories once they are finished.

Reception emergent writing
Our youngest pupils are provided with a range of writing opportunities through their continuous provision
activities. This week several children chose to set up a café in the classroom and take orders for food. Others
enjoyed using the interactive whiteboard to demonstrate their skills. Please continue to encourage your
children to be authors at home, we would love to share their writing in school with their class.

SENCO drop in sessions
This term we will be holding SENco drop in sessions to ensure that parents have an opportunity to speak to
our Interim SENco Mrs Trawber. If you would like to meet with Mrs Trawber to discuss any concerns that you
may have regarding your child’s educational needs then please make use of this time to speak to her. No
appointments necessary. Please remember that your child’s class teacher is your first port of call if you have
any concerns or queries regarding your child’s progress or attainment at school. We will hold these drop in
sessions half termly.
Wednesday 11th October 2-3pm
Friday 17th November 9-10am

After school clubs
In response to parent voice we have increased the number and range of extra curricular clubs on offer to our
pupils. We are hoping that more children will join the clubs . Please see school website for a list of current clubs
and contact the school office if you would like to sign your child up to a club.

Book for my birthday
Many parents like to celebrate their child’s birthday by giving them sweets or treats to share with their class.
This is very generous but once again this poses problems for children with allergies. From now on we will not
give these out in school but ask parents to give these out at their child’s birthday party. Instead, why not buy a
book and donate it to your child’s class library. The book can then be enjoyed by the class and sugary
consumption in school kept to a minimum.

Headlice

Open mornings
Despite having just welcomed our new Reception
Class to St Cuthbert Mayne, we now need to begin
the admissions process for school entry 2018. Many

Please can all parents check and if found please
treat their children’s head for these unwelcome
visitors this weekend.

parents have already contacted us to ask about this
process and how they can apply for our school. All
information regarding admissions is on our school
website.

FRIENDS
Today the Friends’ of St Cuthbert Mayne held their
Annual General Meeting. Thank you to them for all

Open mornings for prospective parents will be held
on:

that they do. If you were unable to make the

16th Nov. 9.30am Open Morning for Reception 2018
20th Nov. 9.30am Open Morning for Reception 2018
23rd Nov. 9.30am Open Morning for Reception 2018

us know. This is an excellent way to make friends, get

meeting but are keen to be involved then please let
involved in the life of the school and fundraise for
our children.
Current projects include the development of the

Grandparents’ week

school playground and outdoor environments. Each

As a school we are encouraged to take part in

year group has two class representatives who share

Grandparents’ Week (Saturday 30th September to

responsibility for assisting at fundraising events.

Sunday 8th October 2017). We would like to ask

There are currently two vacancies for Year 6 reps.

grandparents to join us on Wednesday 4th October
from 1.30-3.15. Grandparents are invited to arrive
from 1.30 and then to visit the classes of their
grandchild/ren. At 2.30 we will join together as a
whole school in the church of Jesus Christ Redeemer
of Mankind for a whole school liturgy. Parents may
also attend the liturgy if they wish. We are blessed as
a school to have some grandparents who play a very
active role in our school. We would like to ask more
grandparents to volunteer to hear readers or commit a
small amount of time each week to help in class. Please
contact your child’s classteacher for further details.

Allergy aware and being a Healthy School
Please remember that we are a nut free school. Please do not send your children into school with anything in
their packed lunches or after school snacks which does or may contain nuts. We have several children and
adults in the school who are allergic to different types of nuts and we must ensure their safety by remaining
vigilant about what we give the children to eat.
Only fruit or vegetables should be given as playtime snacks in Key Stage Two. Biscuits, crisps and processed
fruit should not be given to the children to eat.

Diary Dates
October
2nd-6th Grandparents’ week
3rd 9-10am Head teacher drop in
4th 1.30 –3.15 Grandparents’ afternoon
9th Year 5 to Henley Fort
9-14th Library Week
10th Harvest Celebration collection for CAFOD
10th Open Classroom Visits 3.15pm-4pm
11th 2-3pm SENCO Open door session
13th 9.00am Parent Forum
13th School Discos (Friends’ fundraising event)
17th 2.45pm Year 6 assembly to parents
23rd-27th HALF TERM BREAK
30th Pupils return for 2nd half Autumn Term
November
2nd 4.30-7.00pm Parent consultation evenings
7th 4.00-6.30pm Parent consultation evenings
16th 9.30 am Open Morning for Reception 2018 intake
17th 9-10am SENCO Open door session
20th 9.30am Open Morning for Reception 2018 intake
23rd 9.30am Open Morning for Reception 2018 intake

Attendance
figures for w/e
29th September

Class

Reception N/A

School Target
96.5%

Year 1

98.8%

Well done to

Year 2

97.2%

Year One

Year 3

98.1%

for having the
highest attendance
this week.

Year 4

96.1%

Year 5

96.2%

Year 6

97.5%

29th 3.15pm-4pm Open Classroom Visits
26th November Christmas Fayre (Friends’ fundraising event)

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.

December
7th Wreath making (Friends’ fundraising event)
7th 9am Key Stage One Nativity to parents
8th 2pm Key Stage One Nativity to parents
14th 9.30am and 6.30pm Key Stage Two Nativity to parents
18th 1.45pm Advent Mass

%

Mrs Natalie McCarthy
Headteacher

NOTICE BOARD
Hello there to all our local schools!
As part of our celebration of Libraries Week 9 - 14 October 2017 we are organising a children's drawing
competition which we would LOVE you to participate in!
It is open to children from Reception to Year 6, with 4 age categories:Reception & Yr1
Yr 2
Yrs 3 & 4
Yrs 5 & 6
There are 2 prizes for each age range!
All you need to do is to come into the library, choose a book then decide on a page to illustrate!
We want to encourage the children to think about how their picture really make that page come to life!
I have attached the poster with all the details and an entry form, which again tells the children exactly what
they need to do!
Ideally it would be great if I could come into your school and introduce it to the children personally. Ten
minutes is all i need!
We have a panel of judges, including a local artist, and hope to host a presentation ceremony on Saturday 4th
November when the prizes will be awarded.
Look forward to have you on board!
Jayne Mairs
Library Network Assistant, Cranleigh Library

