Believe
you can
achieve!
Newsletter 12 Week ending 30th November 2018
Dear Parents and Carers,
Once again, our week began on a Sunday with our fabulous Christmas Fair. Thank you to everyone who was
involved in making this event such a success.
Well done to our Reception St David’s Class who braved the elements on Tuesday to visit Wintershall for a
workshop in preparation for the season of Advent. Yesterday we celebrated our school feast day with mass. It
was a beautiful occasion, full of prayer and singing. The children were incredibly well behaved as the mass
was longer than usual and sang prayerfully and brilliantly. A special thank you to Year 5 St Catherine’s Class
for leading the mass and for dramatising the story of St Cuthbert Mayne for us. You should be very proud of
yourselves. Visitors to our school always comment on the strength of our Catholic ethos and it is never more
evident than when we join together as a school community to celebrate mass. Thank you to Fr. David for
celebrating mass for us and for parents and carers for attending.
Next week we look forward to the Nativity presentation of ‘Hey Ewe!’ from St David’s, St Andrew’s and St
Patrick’s Classes. Please can I remind parents and carers to only attend one of the presentations for each Key
Stage, to ensure that all those who wish to see the presentations have the opportunity to do so!
Wishing you a wonderful long weekend. Please remember that school is closed on Monday 3rd December.
Natalie McCarthy (Headteacher)

Advent
On Monday I joined other Headteachers from the Diocese for a retreat where Bishop Richard asked us to
remind our school communities of the true meaning of Christmas and also to ensure that we celebrated the
season of Advent first. I think that we have the balance right at St Cuthbert Mayne as we prayerfully guide the
children through Advent in joyous hope for the coming of Christ at Christmas, whilst ensuring that they are
able to participate in all the Christmas traditions such as our nativity presentations. In their RE lessons the
children have already begun to learn about the season of Advent, whilst in their music and drama lessons they
are busy working hard to learn the songs and words for their nativity plays.
Advent begins this Sunday and throughout Advent we will once again be supporting the the work of CAFOD
through the World Gifts Appeal. https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ There will be collection baskets at our
nativities, 50% of money raised will be going to CAFOD and the other 50% to our school fund. In addition
children may wish to write one class Christmas card to their whole class and make a small donation to CAFOD
to help buy a World Gift for someone else in the world.
Thank you to our Chair of Governors, Anne Halliday, for donating the beautiful Christmas Wreath to our
school to be used in our Advent liturgies.

Christmas Fair
Another great success from our FRIENDS. Current figures show that we raised at least £3,553 from
our Fair on Sunday. Thank you to everybody who came along to support or sold raffle tickets. It was
once again lovely to come together as a community to have fun and raise money. It was great to see
so many past pupils and staff joining us too. We were also lucky to receive an early visit from Father
Christmas who came to listen to the children’s Christmas wishes.
A huge thank you to Mrs Rothwell, Mrs Balsden and Mrs McCalpine and their families, for all their
hard work in organising the event and to the many volunteers who helped them.

Year 4 St Bernadette’s trip to Haslemere
Museum
Last week, St Bernadette’s Class visited
Haslemere Museum to further their knowledge
of the Egyptians. The children had a fabulous
time. Bubbling with excitement, we entered
the museum, where we were met by our guide
Kay. Next we proceeded to mummify Suty, the
resident dummy mummy!
Firstly the brains were removed (yuck!),
followed swiftly by the rest of the organs. Kay
was very impressed by the depth of knowledge
that the children had regarding how and why
the Ancient Egyptians mummified their
departed relatives. We then proceeded to
decipher hieroglyphics, play Egyptian games
and view a real mummy and Egyptian artefacts.
To round off an excellent experience, the
children mummified their own toys. Much fun
was had by all.
Report by Year 4 St Bernadette’s Class
Thank you to Mr Burton for organising the trip
and to Miss Hammond, Mrs Holden and Mrs
Laffar for accompanying the children.

Shoe boxes for Romania update

Spritual Council

Our 87 shoe
boxes
contributed to
the
1000
boxes sent by
11 schools in
the Cranleigh
area.
The
boxes are now
on their way to Romania and we have received a
thank you letter from the Cranleigh Rotary Club.
Thank you and well done everyone!

This week our Spiritual Council met to
look at our prayer areas around the
school. Each classroom has a special
prayer table and the children of the
spiritual council were able to talk about
what they like about their prayer tables
and how they use prayer and worship
within their classrooms.

Diary Dates
DECEMBER

Uniform reminder
Please can all children have a correct P.E.
kit in school including an extra pair of
socks. We are finding an increasing
number of children are leaving their kits
at home after taking part in extracurricular clubs. PE kits need to be in
school everyday.

3rd School Closed
4th and 5th Y2 parents Evening 3.30pm—6.00pm
6th 9.30am EYFS/Key Stage One nativity to parents
6th 3.15-3.45pm Open Classrooms
6th Friends wreath making event
7th Parent Forum 2
7th 1.30pm EYFS/Key stage One nativity to parents

We are accruing a huge amount of
unnamed lost property. This will be
donated to charity if unclaimed, all
named items will be returned to their
rightful owners. Please can we ask that
names of past pupils are taken out of
second hand uniform.

13th 9.30am Key Stage Two nativity to parents
13th 6pm Key Stage Two nativity to parents
19th School Christmas lunches
20th 1.45pm Advent Mass
21st School Talent Show
21st 2pm school closes for the Christmas holidays
Christmas Holidays Monday 24th December– Friday 4th
January
7th Start of the Spring Term

ATTENDANCE
Attendance
figures for w.e.
23rd November
2018
Congratulations
to Yr 6 with
100%
attendance!

School Target
96.5%

Class

%

Reception 96.0%
Year 1

97.8%

Year 2

96.8%

Year 3

98.3%

Year 4

97.7%

Year 5

92.8%

Year 6

100%

Whole School 97.1%

