
 

 

Parent Forum 

Minutes 

Friday 28th September 2018 

Present 

Natalie McCarthy (NM), Mike Creak (MC), Vicky Adams (VA), Abi 
Rothwell (AR), Sarah Baslden (SB), Kate Keena (KK), Peni Shaw (PS), 
Kate Micallef (KM), Lou Buck (LB), Denise Lloyd (DL), Audrey Mayne 
(AM), Sarah Haines (SH), Claire Pickens (CP), Lizzie Knowles (LK), Tra-
cy Laffar (TL), Kirstie Kay-Russell (KKR) 

Apologies 

 

 

Agenda Discussion Action 

Review of  
action points 

NM opened the meeting with a prayer.  Thanked 
everyone for their attendance and encouraged all 
to invite other members of the community to the 
meeting.   NM reviewed the aims of the meeting 
and reiterated that class/teacher/child specific is-
sues would not be discussed in this meeting. 
  

No action  
required 

Minutes from last meeting Reviewed. No outstanding actions.  No action  
required 

Conversion to Academy The conversion to Xavier Education Trust is pro-
gressing and will be finalized on 1st November. 
 
There was some discussion about the 3/12 being 
an additional inset day.  NM explained that being 
part of the Academy means aligning inset days and 
term days with other members of the Academy. 

No action  
required 



 

 

Breakfast Club / Homework Club The works on the Music Room conversion are fin-
ished. This room will be used as the wrap around 
care facility. 
NM is working on progressing the recruitment and 
facilitation of the wrap around care which could 
mean drop off 7.30am and afterschool care offered 
until 6pm. 
If members of the school community know of peo-
ple willing and with a skill set to undertake some 
training and join this team please let NM know. 
 
Full arrangements including costs/bookings etc. 
will be made known to parents in due course.  

Wrap around care 
information to 
parents when 
available 

Uniform   No change has been made with the uniform pro-
vider. There has been some negative feedback 
about customer service and locality. 
A suggestion was made that Marks & Spencer 
could be an online provider.  

NM to review 

KM School Reports KM suggested providing the parents/carers with an 
explanation guide regarding the Expectation 
Standards in relations to the children’s school re-
ports in order to better understand the criteria to 
be met. 

NM to action 
sharing of age 
related expecta-
tions with par-
ents 

RE Inspection NM advised that there will be a RE inspection in 
Spring 2019 and asked all parents to complete a 
questionnaire in order to highlight any concerns 
which could be improved prior to the inspection. 
Comments were made about the school Masses 
hymns and songs and that perhaps more joyous 
singing would enhance the children’s experiences 
of Mass both in and outside of school. 
The last inspection was GOOD. 
 

Actions based on 
feedback from 
surveys. 
Opportunity for 
other parents to 
take part in the 
survey 

Reception Improvement NM showed the plans for the Reception area en-
hancements which is due to take place in the Oc-
tober half term.  The changes are extensive and are 
funded using £18k of The Friends Fund.   NM is re-
negotiating the cost of some of the equipment and 
pushing for a price match. 
Help may be requested from the parents in order 
to clear up/tidy the area ready for 1st day arrival of 
the reception children. 
In addition, NM has plans for improving the area 
under the big tree and behind the red hedges in 
order to accommodate a Forest School in the fu-
ture. 

 



 

 

In the prayer garden there is a space which is ready 
for improvement by way of a mosaic or mural 
which would involve School Council and children’s 
ideas.  KKR offered her artistic skill to this venture. 

Things working well - Noticeable improvements to school develop-
ment over the last two years 

- Items and concerns raised are acted upon and 
not left outstanding 

- Partnership and communication with parents, 
opportunities to get involved in school life 

- Transition and induction for Reception parents 
- Playground improvements 
- Kids are enjoying the Mile A Day 
- School Lunches booking is working well and 

parents would like easier access to the school 
menu 

- Communication with the teachers is working 
well and the curriculum meetings were very 
useful 

- Postitive feedback from curriculum meetings 
and meeting the new teachers. 

- Mrs Singleton is championing sports and the 
junior park run is gathering momentum.  The 
St Catherine’s Cross Country was a great event 
but brought to the fore the need for new 
sports bibs. 

- The Open Morning for new parents was re-
ceived really well with presentations by the 
children greatly appreciated.   The children al-
so enjoyed highlighting their experiences and 
championing their school. 

- The varied music in assemblies is being re-
ceived well and the children are enjoying the 
creative experiences being offered to them. 

- Parent consultations being booked online are 
useful 

- The New Parents meeting for the Reception 
class was well received and a lot of infor-
mation/experience was shared by everyone 

- Homelearning is clear and worked as agreed in 
the curriculum meetings helping parents plan 
homework into the week. 

- Pupils punctual at the end of the day 

No action  
required 



 

 

What can be improved further - Music during school masses to be more lively 
and joyous. More appropriate mass setting for 
children to be considered now that the mass 
of Simplicity has been trialled 

- New tables and chairs for hall could be on the 
list for purchasing going forward 

 

AOB / Other ideas - DL suggested ScoPay be set up to facilitate the 
Voluntary School Donations which St Peters 
have arranged either monthly, quarterly or 
annually 

- TL thanked NM for allowing the Parish to use 
the School for FHC classes at the weekend and 
mentioned that the tables are looking dam-
aged and dated.  

-  

 
 
 
 
NM to see if 
there is a fund 
available to re-
place these 

Date of Next Meeting Friday 7th December 9am 
Parish Room  

 

 


